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1 The provisional trend estimate for commercial finance
commitments made by significant lenders in February 1997 totalled
813 451.9 million, an increase of $452.6 million (3.5%) on January
1997 and an increase of $690.8 miilion (5.4%) on February 1996.

2 Seasonally adjusted commercial finance commitments totalled
$13 999.1 million in February 1997, an increase of $371.2 million
(2.7%) on January 1997 and an increase of $1 071.7 million (8.3%)
on February 1996. There is some evidence that a change may be
occurring in the seasonal and trading day patterns of the Revoiving
Credit component of Commercial Finance. In these circumstances
especially, the trend estimate data provide the most reliable indicator
of underlying movement in commirments. ;

3 In original terms commercial finance commitments in February
1997 totalled 310 903.3 miilion, a decrease of 31 020.8 million
(8.6%) on January 1997 but an increase of $8432.7 million (4.1%) on
February 1996.

INQUIRIES W for further information about these und related statistics. contact Phillip Lui
on (02} 9268 4263.

= for information about other ABS statistics and services please refer to the back cover.
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COMMERCIAL FINANCE COMMITMENTS: SUMMARY OF MOVEMENTS IN MAIOR AGGREGATES: Original, seasanaily
adjusted and trend estimates, FEBRUARY 1997

Percantage change from previous Percentage change from comesponding
month month of previous year
Seasonaily Seasonaily

Original adjusted  Trend Original adjusted Trend
Tvpe of facifity % % % % % %
Fixed Loans 0.9 -3.7 20 3.4 11.% 16.1
Revoiving Credit -14.4 8.5 4.3 4.8 2.3 2.9
Total 8.6 2.7 3.2 4.1 8.3 5.4

COMMERCIAL FINANCE COMMITMENTS: MAJOR AGGREGATES: Original, seasonally adjusted and trend estimates
Commitiments under fixed loan facifities Cornmitments under revoiing credft

fgcifities Totai commitments
Seasonaily Seasonaily Seasonalily
Originai adjusted Trend Original adjusted  Trend Qriginat agjusted  Trend

Month 3 milfion $ milfon £ mitfion $ miflion 3 miifion 3 million $ mifion  $ milflon % milfion
1993 —

December 5297.1 5 208.6 £ 4100 g 353.9 7677.4 6 835.4 14651.0 128339 122454
199§ —

January 44712 57763 5 485.7 7 661.8 7687186 71119 121329 134478 12 59?:5
February 4 Q84,1 S 557.0 S 577.3 5 508.5 73704 71828 10 4706 12327.4 127811
March 5 5882.6 5803.8 5 675.9 58998.0 6 436.8 7 100.3 11990.7 12343.L 12778.2
Apni 46131 54138 5759.3 72163 7238.8 §895.1 118294 12673.3 125544
May 8 210.3 5 865.0 57817 88745 8 808.5 8 828.3 128858 122734 124100
June 7 700.5 5958.5 57684.9 88412 8 712.7 864272 145417 1168712 12182.1
Juiy 54615 8 208.9 57408 7 598.8 71221 &§312.0 14587.2 13330.3 1208525
August 53558.9 £ 390.Q 5747.4 5 502.2 §298.23 81804 11058.0 116883 113388
September 5 494.3 §787.8 5 801.7 5380.3 3Q097.7 & 1Cc4.4 108451 108655 11908.2
October 54250 83178 5908.2 6 100.7 63912.2 861145 11525.7 12230.8 1206228
Novermber 5 6386.5 5 5068.5 505486 8 195.7 5378.3 62250 118922 131848 122796
December §743.5 g5 337.7 82128 6 203.2 47655 /4187 129468 111832 128285
1997 —

January 5183.3 54582 G 3442 57408 7 188.7 686552 1139241 128273 12365.3
February 51343 5 219.6 8 473.3 S 7688.3 77725 89785 103033 132859.1 134519
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TABLE 1| — COMMERCIAL FINANCE COMMITMENTS — FEBRUARY 1997
{$ milllon)
] Tvpe of lender
Purpose ;j co?mummf Finance Money marker Other
by tvpe of faciiity All banics companies corparafions lenders Toial
AUSTRALIA
Comimitments under fixed loan facilies —
Construction fimance for —
Erection of ——
Drweilings for rentalfresale 2129 56.6 — — 269.6
Non-residential buildings
Shops 342 — — — 342
QOffices 7.2 1.3 —_— —_— 35
Industrial §9.2 44 — —_ 63.2
Other 40.4 9.2 _ _— 40.6
Total 413 53 — —_— 1485
Mon-buiiding structurss 7.4 —_ 176 — 25.1
Alterations and/or additions 399 0.7 —_ -— 40.5
: Purchase of real property —
3 Dwellings for rentai/resale by —
Individnals 992.3 — — 164.7 . 1,156.9
Other 243.0 2.8 — _ 250.8
Mon-residential buildings
Shops 8.7 — -— — 58.3
Offices 40.8 — — — 4.8
[ndusoiai 107.2 30 — — 110.2
Other 39.0 —_— 60.0 — 149.0
Toal 2957 30 60.0 — 3587
Rural property 102.5 — —_ — 102.5
Other land —
For residenaal block development 26.3 40.3 — —_ 66.5
Other 300 54 —_ - 55.6
Whoiesale finance 136.4 — 243 263.0 423.8
Purchase of plant and equipment —
Morar vehicles 79.4 180.0 24 485.0 126.3
Other transport equipment 14.2 18.4 — 0.1 a7
Other 162.1 110.0 9.6 — 2817
Facioring - 134 94.1 —_ — 107.6
Refinancing 7225 3.8 5.2 _ 73L5
Other 731.5 19.8 —_ 5.7 T58.0
Total fixed loan facilities 3.975.4 340.7 119.4 490 4 51342
Commitments under revolving credit facilities —
New and increased credit iimils 3.788.2 97.3 1,827.2 457 57485
. Total commercial finaace commitments 71,7736 638.0 1.946.6 545.1 10,903.3
P. STATES(a)
y New South Waies 3,381.6 200.7 1.698.3 269.5 5,550.0
i Victoria 2.1596 147.7 248.4 104.1 2.559.3
i Queensland 1.060.3 141.1 —_ 80.8 1.282.2
{ South Australia 340.4 449 — 26.4 410.3
Westemn Ausiralia 637.6 733 — 53.5 T64.4
Tasmania 56.6 np. — np. 79.5
Northern Termitory 55.7 6.4 — 2.1 64.2
Austradian Capital Temitory 81.8 np. — wp. 92.3

(a) From July 1996 Finance Companics ana Other Lenders data 1s not avaiiabie lor publication for Tasmama and the ACT. but is included in totals where applicable.
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For more information . . .

The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and cther information ort Austraiia’s economic and social
conditions. Details of what is available in various publications and other products can be found in the ABS
Catalogue of Publications and Products availabile frormn ail ABS Offices.

ABS Products and Services

Many standard products are available from ABS bookshops located in each State and Territory. In addition to
these products, information tailored to the needs of clients can be obtained on a wide range of media by

contacting your nearest ABS Office. The ABS also provides a Subscription Service for standard products and
some tailored information services.

National Dial-a-Statistic Line
00565 86 400

Steadycom P/ premium rate 25¢/21.4 secs.

This number gives 24-hour access, 365 days a year, for a range of important economic statistics including the
CPt.

Internet
http:/Awww.abs.gov.au

A wide range of ABS information is available via the Intemet, with basic statistics available for each State,
Territory and Austratia. We also have Key National Indicators, ABS product release details and other
information of general interest,

Sales and Inquiries

Keyiink STAT.INFO/ABS
X400  (C:Australia,PUB:Telermemo,0:ABS,FN:STAT,SN:INFQ)
Internet  stat.info@abs.telememo.au

National Mail Order Service {06) 252 5249
Subscription Service 1800 02 0808

. Information Inquiries Bookshop Sales

SYDNEY (02} 9268 4611 9268 4620
MELBOURNE (03) 96157755 8615 7755
BRISBANE (Q7) 32226351 3222 8350
PERTH (09) 360 5140 360 5307

ADELAIDE {08) 8237 7160 8237 7582
HOBART (03) 62205800 6220 5800
CANBERRA (06) 2B2 6627 207 0326

DARWIN (08) 8943 2111 8943 2111

Infarmation Services, ABS, PO Box 796, Sydney NSW 2001
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